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GREEK TRAGEDY: WHAT IT IS, WHAT IT DOES, AND WHAT WE DO WITH IT  

This course will provide you with an overview of the works of the three major tragedians. By the 
end of this class, you should have a general understanding of the structure and elements of 5th 
century Greek tragedy. The readings for this course are carefully chosen to spark discussion, and 
you should leave this class with an ability to analyze texts and say interesting and nuanced things 
about what you are reading.  

Our readings are organized by themes, but the class will be structured around student-led 
discussions and student presentations. Each student will lead a portion of the class discussion twice 
during the semester (with help from me) and will also give a 15-minute class presentation at the end 
of the semester. One of the goals of this class is to improve your speaking and presentation skills.  

In this course, you will be asked to 

 Discuss and analyze ancient texts, both in their original contexts and in a modern context 
 Respond to the texts and classroom discussion in written form 
 Generate productive discussion questions and moderate an intellectual discussion of your 

peers 
 Identify an interesting avenue of research and develop it into a final presentation 
 Actively participate in class discussions and other in-class activities 

 
Assignments and grade calculation 

 8 250-word response papers throughout the semester: 5% each = 40% 

 2 500-word essays which will help you develop your final presentation: 10% each = 20% 

 Discussion leading: 10% 

 Weekly class assignments (graded on a done/not-done basis): 15% 

 Attendance/participation in class: 15% 
 
Final project 
Final projects are very open-ended and flexible, depending on which texts and which themes 
interest you the most. You will be required to meet with me after Week 3 to propose a very 
tentative project idea and we will discuss topics for your 2 short (500-word) essays which will help 
you develop your final project. 

 
Required texts:  

 The Oresteia (trans. Peter Meineck), ISBN 9780872203907 
 Prometheus Bound (trans. James Scully), ISBN 9780195061659 
 The Complete Plays of Sophocles: A New Translation (trans. Robert Bagg and James 

Scully), ISBN 9780062020345 
 Euripides IV: Helen, The Phoenician Women, Orestes, ISBN 9780226308968 
 Euripides I: Alcestis, Medea, The Children of Heracles, Hippolytus, ISBN 9780226308807 
 Electra, Phoenician Women, Bacchae, and Iphigenia at Aulis, ISBN 9781603844604 

Other course readings will be available online.   
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Schedule of Readings 

Week 1: Introduction 

Week 2: How to Kill a Hero 

 Aeschylus’ Agamemnon 

 Sophocles’ Trachiniae 

Weeks 3 and 4: He Had It Coming 

 Aeschylus’ Libation Bearers 

 Sophocles’ Electra 

 Euripides’ Electra 

Weeks 5 and 6: He Only Had Himself to Blame 

 Euripides’ Medea 

 Euripides’ Hippolytus 

 Euripides’ Bacchae 

Weeks 7 and 8: Dulce et Decorum Est 

 Sophocles’ Philoctetes 

 Sophocles’ Ajax 

Week 9: The Gods Must Be Mad 

 Aeschylus’ Prometheus Bound 

 Euripides’ Orestes 

Week 10: Myth, The Remix 

 Euripides’ Iphigenia among the Taurians 

 Euripides’ Helen 

Week 11: Student Presentations 

Weeks 12 and 13: What Good is Tragedy? 

 Sophocles’ Oedipus Tyrannus 
o Dodds, On Misunderstanding the OT 
o Short excerpt of Freud on the OT 

 Aristophanes’ Frogs 

 Aristotle’s Poetics 


